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Overview 
Tense Buster, Clarity’s most popular program, helps learners develop their confidence with 33 key grammar areas 

from the simple present at Elementary level to phrasal verbs at Advanced. The program is ideal as a self-access 

resource or integrated into a course of study and used in class or for homework. 

Content 
The Tense Buster syllabus follows a logical progression from Elementary level (A2) through to Advanced (C1) 

that mirrors to coverage of most international course books. Within each unit, learners both encounter and use the 

target language in a variety of text types from radio broadcasts to quizzes to newspaper articles. Each unit includes 

both controlled practice exercises and freer activities to do away from the computer. 

Approach 
Grammar in context. Each unit begins with a presentation based on a dialogue, story or interview, where learners 

are encouraged to form theories about how the grammar works. 
 

The rule. Next comes a grammar rule where they confirm or correct their theories. 
 

Form and function. Learners then move on to practice activities in which the language is contextualised and key 

aspects of form and function are highlighted. 
 

Final test. Each unit concludes with a randomized test enabling students to gauge their progress. 

 

Some key features 
Pronunciation 

Each unit includes work on the pronunciation associated with the grammar area, for example pronunciation of 

“going to” as “gonna”. 
 

Feedback 

The program includes detailed feedback in exercises to help students understand where they went wrong, so they 

can avoid making the same mistakes in future. 

 

Popular… and fun 

The British Council described Tense Buster as “very popular with students, attractive and easy to use”, and 

adopted the program for all its teaching centres worldwide. 

 

 

 
 

Tense Buster 
Break through the grammar barrier 
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Overview 
Practical Writing is for students who need to use written English both in their studies and in their personal life. 

Whether they are writing a descriptive essay for their teacher or sending a text to a friend, Practical Writing helps 

them structure their message, select the right vocabulary and choose the most appropriate style. 

 

Content 
Practical Writing covers text types that students need to produce at school: for and against essays and short 

reports (both IELTS writing tasks) as well as descriptive essays. One unit helps them to take notes efficiently and 

another helps them to understand and avoid plagiarism. The program also covers the writing they need in their 

daily life, whether it’s texting their friends, emailing their teachers or writing formal letters to the bank or the 

immigration authorities. 

Approach 
Video introduction. A teacher explains the learning objectives of the unit – for example, to build an online 

profile and proofread it. 

 
Phone app for vocab. Students can use the integrated phone app to pre-learn vocabulary for the unit through 

study cards and games. It’s fun and convenient. 

 
Interactive activities. In each unit, students work through 12 interactive activities: exercises, quizzes, tests and 

writing assignments. There’s lots of practice! 

 
Study sheets. Each unit includes a Resource Bank of study sheets, transcripts and model writing. Learners can 

refer to it at any time. 

 

Some key features 
Writing skills 

Each unit tackles a text type and a writing skill, for example: the writing process, structuring a text, focusing on 

the reader and proofreading. 

 

Worksheets 

The program includes printable worksheets, including writing tasks and sample answers written by students and 

corrected by a teacher. 

 

Real students 

Practical Writing makes extensive use of texts written by real students enabling learners to work with targets that 

are both real and realistic.

 

Practical Writing 
Writing for life 
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Overview 
In Clear Pronunciation 2 (Speech), students learn to put the sounds of English together in natural speech. This 

program sensitises them to elements of pronunciation they may not even be aware of (such as sentence stress or 

intonation) and helps them to listen and produce these sounds accurately. 

Content 
This program helps students with word stress, sentence stress, consonant clusters, connected speech and 

intonation. 
 

Approach 
Learning objectives. First, a teacher clearly explains and illustrates each topic in a series of videos. 

 

Audio input. Learners then listen to audio clips, identify the target pronunciation feature, recognise it and 

practise repeating it. 
 

Sounds in context. Learners are exposed to the target elements of pronunciation in real-life speech such as a 

tourism documentary or a song. 
 

Unscripted interviews. Finally learners watch unscripted interviews, which highlight the target pronunciation 

element, and practise answering the questions themselves. 

 

Some key features 
 

Range of voices 

Male and female; young and middle-aged; English, Scottish, Australian, New Zealand, North American, 

Chinese, Indian... Learners are exposed to a real-life variety of accents 

 

Engaging approach 

Clear Pronunciation 2 (Speech) mixes teacher input with a range of activity types and authentic materials to 

create a program that feels engaging and relevant to students. 
 

Clear progression 

There is a logical progression from Clear Pronunciation 1 (Sounds) where students learn individual sounds to 

this program where they put those sounds together in clear, natural-sounding speech. 

 
 

Clear Pronunciation 2 (Speech) 
Speak clearly, with confidence 
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Overview 
Most teachers love reading, but it can be a challenge to generate the same enthusiasm in our students. This is 

what Active Reading sets out to achieve. Throughout the program, learners work with texts which are relevant, 

stimulating and lively (topics include travel, fashion, gaming) each with a range of thought-provoking activities. 

Content 
The program comes at six levels from Elementary to Advanced, with ten units in each level. Each unit has a 

topic and a focus on a reading skill or subskill. At the lower levels these include vocab strategies and 

understanding your purpose for reading. At the Advanced level students learn to infer meaning in a text and 

study structure and organization. 
 

Approach 
Video introduction. Each unit starts with a teacher explaining the reading skill, why it is useful, and the 

context in which learners will approach it. 
 

Practice activities. Next comes controlled practice where, for example, students might arrange vocab into sets 

for learning, or write topic sentences for paragraphs. 
 

Comprehension. Each unit has a comprehension activity focusing on the target language skill. 
 

Extension activities. Finally there is a freer activity which expands on the topic and which may include other 

skills such as speaking or Internet search. 

Some key features 
Integrated skills work 

Active Reading intelligently integrates reading with other skills. A text on fashion leads on to an activity where 

learners create their own advertisement for a watch; a unit on recipes takes students online to research recipes 

from different countries. 

Listening 

Learners can listen to a range of native speakers reading the texts, helping them to identify sense groups and 

develop their chunking skills. 

Developing the reading habit 

Throughout, Active Reading aims to develop the reading habit. It introduces students to graded readers, 

newspapers and novels and encourages them to read for pleasure. 

 

Active Reading 
Learning to love reading 


