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IT’S NOT ABOUT WHO YOU ARE, OR 
WHERE YOU START FROM. IT’S WHAT 
YOU ARE PREPARED TO PUT IN AND 
HOW HARD YOU ARE PREPARED TO 

WORK. WE CAN ALL GET THERE.
TAN IKRAM, CLASS OF 1988,  

DEPUTY SENIOR DISTRICT JUDGE 
(CHIEF MAGISTRATE)
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4 Graduation 2018

On behalf of everyone at the 
University of Wolverhampton, 
it gives me great pleasure 
to welcome you to today’s 
graduation ceremony in 
partnership with the School  
of Continuing and Professional 
Education, City University of 
Hong Kong.
We are very proud of every one of you 
and are pleased to be celebrating this 
special occasion in Hong Kong with  
you, your family and friends.

Reaching today is no doubt down to 
your hard work and commitment, but 
there are many people who will have 
supported you along the way. Our thanks 
go to our dedicated academic staff, 
who have devised interesting courses 
that develop your skills and knowledge, 
enhancing your career prospects. 
We have a fantastic team of support 
staff who create an excellent learning 
environment and we thank them for their 
endeavours. An important part of your 
story will be the friends and family who 
have seen you through the highs and 
lows of your time at University. They will 
undoubtedly share my pride as you reap 
the rewards of your hard work today. 

We have a long history of maximising 
opportunities for people within our 
communities, dating back almost 200 
years. We have evolved greatly since the 
days of being a Mechanics Institute but 
our motto of Innovation and Opportunity 
still rings true today. As the University of 
Opportunity, we are committed to raising 
aspirations and enhancing the career 
prospects of our students. You have many 
exciting opportunities ahead of you that I 
hope you will embrace fully, whether you 
are entering further study, employment or 
setting up your own business. 

Our courses are developed in partnership 
with business and industry, ensuring our 

graduates have the skills and knowledge 
to make a real difference to the fields 
they enter. Our aim is to drive forward 
innovation and entrepreneurship, and act 
as a catalyst for economic growth within 
our region and beyond. 

Latest figures show that our graduates 
are continuing to be highly employable 
and securing professional roles after 
they leave. More than 96% of our 2017 
graduating class were in work or further 
study six months after completing their 
course, outperforming the UK average 
for all universities and remaining at 
a high for the University. Even more 
importantly, the number of our students 
going into graduate level jobs continues 
to rise with 72% in professional or 
managerial roles. Our students are also 
supporting the regional economy with 
77% working in the West Midlands after 
graduation. This is testament to the hard 
work and dedication of our staff and 
students and shows that our graduates 
are more equipped than ever with the 
skills that employers demand. 

Our ambitious £250m Our Vision, 
Your Opportunity investment plan is 
moving ahead apace, with exciting new 
developments and strategic support 
for the regional economy. Work is now 
underway at our £100m Springfield 
Campus to create an international hub 
for construction excellence. This will 
provide a new home for our School of 
Architecture and Built Environment, 
alongside the West Midlands University 
Technical College providing specialist 
training for students from the age of 14 
and the Elite Centre for Manufacturing 
Skills Hub to support the delivery of 
apprenticeships. This year, we also 
announced plans for a new National 
Brownfield Institute at the site which will 
help tackle the region’s housing shortage. 

A new £10m Science Centre 
opened its doors at the University of 
Wolverhampton Science Park this 

academic year, providing a unique 
combination of laboratory, workshop 
and high-specification office spaces 
for science and technology-based 
businesses. Our engineering students 
are benefitting from a £10m investment 
in advanced facilities at our Telford 
Innovation Campus. We have also 
opened a new education centre in 
Stafford and continue to invest in the 
learning and teaching facilities at our 
Walsall Campus. The University also 
continues to host a diverse range of 
events throughout the year, including our 
popular Artsfest and Scifest events.

Higher education has the power to 
transform lives, giving people the 
knowledge and skills to drive forward 
their hopes and ambitions. We are 
focused on creating opportunities and 
raising aspirations, and it is now up to 
you to grab those opportunities to shape 
your future. 

We are always delighted to hear from 
our graduates about where life has 
taken them next and the paths they have 
chosen. And our relationship with you 
does not end here as we have an active 
and ever-expanding Alumni Association 
which provides numerous opportunities 
for networking and social opportunities, 
as well as other benefits. We hope you 
will maintain the close links you have 
built with us, both as friends and as 
inspirational role models for the students 
who follow in your footsteps.

Graduation is a wonderful occasion 
to look ahead to your future, and the 
many successes and challenges that 
will come your way. It is also a moment 
to look back over your achievements 
during your time at University and the 
many life lessons you will have gained. 
Congratulations on everything you have 
achieved – we are proud of you all and 
wish you success and happiness. 

Professor Geoff Layer

WELCOME FROM THE  
VICE-CHANCELLOR
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6 Graduation 2018

On behalf of the University’s Board of 
Governors, I would like to congratulate 
everyone collecting their awards today. 

The University of Wolverhampton is 
committed to increasing the life chances 
of people within our communities 
through developing skills and widening 
experiences. We are proud of every 
student who has set themselves a goal 
and worked hard for their achievements. 

As you embark on the next stage of life’s 
journey, we hope you have enjoyed your 
time at University and made lifelong 

behalf of the Non Resident Indian  
(NRI) Institution at the House of Lords  
in October last year. I wish the new 
Centre, which is the first of its kind,  
every success.

In June, I was delighted to host an 
event at the House of Lords to celebrate 
lifelong learning and the University’s 
success in delivering Apprenticeships. 
The event brought Faculty staff together 
with key people from the construction, 
professional and legal industries as well 
as health and social care services to 
celebrate the first year of the University 
working with employers to provide 
Degree Apprenticeships. This is a key 
area of growth for the University and it 
was a pleasure to meet employers and 
apprentices at the event. 

The University of Wolverhampton is a 
truly global institution, and today you 
are joining an international family of 
graduates. As you move into the next 
exciting stage of your career, I hope you 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE  
CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY  
OF WOLVERHAMPTON

AN APPRECIATION FROM THE  
CHAIR OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

friendships. Our graduates enter a  
diverse range of interesting and rewarding 
careers and further study across the 
world, and we hope you will stay in touch 
with staff, friends and the WLV Alumni 
Association. 

May I congratulate you all on your 
achievements, and wish you the very  
best of luck for your future endeavours. 

 
Dr Simon Walford

will remember your time at University 
fondly and maintain the close bonds with 
friends and staff you have built here. 

I wish you success and happiness for  
the future. 
 
The Rt Hon. Lord Paul of Marylebone, PC

It is a pleasure to welcome you all to 
this 2018 University of Wolverhampton 
graduation ceremony. I would like to 
warmly congratulate everyone collecting 
awards today.

I am sure you will join me in thanking 
the many people who have supported 
you along your journey. We are grateful 
to your lecturers for their inspirational 
teaching, their dedication and their time, 
and to our many support staff who make 
the University a vibrant place to study. 
Your friends and family will no doubt be 
incredibly proud to see you collecting 
your awards today and we thank them 
for their support. 

Our students, graduates and staff are 
the best ambassadors for the mission of 
the University. It was a sincere pleasure 
to present Course Leader in Religious 
Studies and Director of our new 
Centre for Sikh and Panjabi Studies, Dr 
Opinderjit Tahkar, with an ‘Outstanding 
Contribution to Sikh Studies Award’ on 
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I am delighted to congratulate you, 
being the graduates of BSc (Hons) 
Construction Management and BSc 
(Hons) Quantity Surveying on the 
successful completion of your studies.

CityU SCOPE has been serving the 
community for almost 30 years. The 
School is committed to providing 
continuing education to the people of 
Hong Kong through the provision of a 
wide range of professionally-oriented 
programmes. We have more than 
29,000 top-up degree graduates and 
700 full-degree students, including over 
1,200 graduates through successful 
partnership with the University of 
Wolverhampton. Many of our graduates 
are now making significant contributions 
to various sectors/industries.

THE SCHOOL OF CONTINUING AND PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION, CITY UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG 
CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Today is a memorable occasion to 
recognise and celebrate your graduation. 
It is also the commencement of your 
new adventure in professional and career 
development. Cherish the knowledge, 
wisdom, and friendship that you have 
gained during your studies with us. 
This graduation is not the end of your 
learning. Continue to grasp every 
opportunity to learn, and grow. More 
importantly, please contribute what you 
have learnt to the betterment of the 
community.

I wish you every success in your new 
endeavours!

Louis C.K. Ma, PhD
Director, School of Continuing and 
Professional Education
City University of Hong Kong
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OUR HISTORY
The University of Wolverhampton is a leading modern 
university with a tradition of providing opportunity and 
academic excellence dating back nearly 190 years.

The early years (1827-1899)
The roots of the University of 
Wolverhampton lie in the 19th century 
growth of Mechanics Institutes, 
which provided vocational and 
general education for working men. 
The Wolverhampton Free Library 
also developed technical, scientific, 
commercial and general classes. 
Teaching first began in 1851 at the 
School of Art, and the study of art 
became a key focus – with new 
buildings, and a new name for the 
Municipal School of Art in 1885.

Early 20th century (1900-1944)
By 1903, an educational foundation  
had firmly been established with over 
1,300 students studying courses 
including coach building, house painting 
and pattern making. In 1905, the first  
student scholarships were awarded.

As student numbers continued to 
grow, expansion became necessary. In 
1920, the original Deanery House was 
demolished, making way for the iconic 

Wulfruna building you see today in 
Wulfruna Street. The foundation stone 
was laid by HRH Prince George in 1932 
and in 1933 the Wolverhampton and 
Staffordshire Technical College was born.

With further education traditionally 
accessible only to the wealthy, the 
College vowed to ensure that even 
the most under-privileged men and 
women would have the opportunity to 
study a higher education – an ethos 
nurtured and sustained to the present 
day. Courses included science and 
engineering, and with the creation of a 
Women’s Department, over a third of the 
College’s students were women, bucking 
the traditional all-male trend typical 
of higher education establishments. 
Research was also on the increase, with 
the College welcoming graduates from 
universities as honorary members.

The post-war years (1945-1968)
The post-war ‘boom’ in education led  
to a growing demand for a variety of 
subject areas and in 1945 a music 
department opened, enrolling an 
unprecedented 135 students in the  
first year.

In 1957, the College was awarded one 
of the earliest digital computers in the 
UK. Renamed WITCH – Wolverhampton 
Instrument for Teaching Computation 
from Harwell – it was the first computer to 
ever be used at the College and remained 
a central teaching tool until 1973.

By 1966, with student numbers at  
over 6,000, the College began to provide 
Bachelor’s degrees with options in 
English, Geography, History, Music, 
Economics and Computer Technology 
and the first ever degree ceremony  
was held.

Nearby, at Walsall, a new West Midlands 
College of Education was created in 
1963. The College was linked to the 
Walsall local education authority but had 
a governing body nominated by a cluster 
of local authorities. It quickly expanded 
from its first four-story teaching block 
and student residences to a site with 
a substantial number of buildings, 
including a study block, library, hostels, 
refectory, physical education facilities 
and music centre, and over 1,000 teacher 
trainees by the early 1970s.

Wolverhampton Polytechnic 
(1969-1991)
On 1 September 1969, the College  
was officially designated a Polytechnic. 
Comprising five Faculties: Applied 
Science, Art and Design, Arts, 
Engineering, and Social Sciences, 
a further Faculty of Education was 
established in 1977.
The seventies also saw Wolverhampton 
develop into a truly international 
community with students from Iran, 
Malaysia, and Nigeria, and the delivery  
of Wolverhampton courses 
internationally beginning to flourish.

In 1983, a second Royal visit, this time 
from HRH The Duke of Kent, officially 
opened Wolverhampton Polytechnic as 
a stage VIII Polytechnic institution, and 
this was followed by a period of rapid 
expansion over the next ten years. A 
merger with the West Midlands College 
of Education in 1991 led to the creation 
of what is now Walsall Campus, and 
further mergers with Teacher Training 
Colleges in Wolverhampton and Dudley 
led to the construction of an ambitious 
third campus in Telford.

8 Graduation 2018
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Our Vision, Your Opportunity
In 2015, we were also proud to unveil our 
most ambitious investment programme 
to date – a £250 million plan for 
investment in education, training and 
supporting economic growth – that is 
supporting the University to grow to its 
greatest ever position of strength over 
five years.

Flagship projects already complete 
include the £21 million Rosalind Franklin 
Building for the study of science, and 
the £18 million Lord Swraj Paul Building 
which is home to the Business School. 
The former Springfield Brewery site in 
Wolverhampton has also been acquired, 
and as part of a jointly-funded multi-
million pound redevelopment, will 
become a new super-campus for the 
University’s School of Architecture and 
Built Environment.

Other projects include: £10 million 
investment in advanced engineering 
facilities and courses at Telford 
Innovation Campus, in response to the 
national shortage of qualified engineering 
graduates; a £4 million transformation of 
City Campus courtyard; and a £30 million 
programme of digital upgrades.

We strive to provide the best possible 
student experience through the tuition, 
support, environment and facilities we 
offer and are proud of how we have 
developed as an educational institution; 
ensuring our graduates are ready to 
succeed in a global economy.

We also remember our early foundations 
and humble beginnings, as these paved 
the way for the enterprising institution 
from which you are graduating today – 
proving that great things, and people, can 
come from humble beginnings.

The University  
of Wolverhampton (1992-present)
In 1992, Wolverhampton Polytechnic was 
granted university status and became 
the University of Wolverhampton.
Today our four Faculties offer courses in 
over 70 different subjects and over 4,000 
students graduate from Wolverhampton 
each year. We continue to invest in our 
students, staff, alumni and in the local 
and international community.

We have invested more than £125 
million on campus developments and 
teaching facilities, including £50 million 
on improving our facilities at Walsall 
Campus; the innovative Performance 
Hub; new and refurbished Students’ 
Unions and further modernisation of  
our Learning Centres.

9
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International
The University’s Centre for African 
Entrepreneurship and Leadership (CAEL) 
has secured funding of £1.3m to lead 
on an innovative project, delivered with 
seven partners in Africa, to strengthen 
communities by enhancing awareness  
of self-employment opportunities. 

Dr Paul Hampton, Head of Architecture 
and Built Environment at the University, 
presented formal Quantity Surveyors 
International (QSi) accreditation to 
Hong Kong board members. QSi is the 
professional construction and engineering 
body that spans the globe.

Employability 
The University of Wolverhampton is  
the best performing university nationally 
for graduate employability, amongst 
comparable institutions.* The national 
Destinations of Leavers from Higher 
Education survey showed that 96% of 
students from the Class of 2017 were 
employed or in further studies, just six 
months after graduating.

Following its successful launch in 2017, 
Career Development Week returned 
in February 2018. The second week 
of dedicated events aiming to boost 
students’ career credentials offered 
careers fairs, skills sessions, workshops 
and more.

Award-winning
The University was awarded a Silver 
award as part of the Teaching Excellence 
Framework assessment in 2018. This 
award recognises that the University 
delivers provision that is of high quality 
and consistently exceeds the rigorous 
national quality requirements for UK 
higher education with most students 
achieving excellent outcomes.

The University celebrated after being 
announced as one of the top 100 
employers for lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
staff in January. It jumped over 100 
places from 164 to 62 in the Stonewall 
Top 100 Employers, a definitive list 
showcasing inclusive workplaces.

The Architecture and Built Environment 
team scooped the Quality Initiative award 
for its innovative professional practice 
course, accredited by the Institute of 
Clerks of Works, at the 2017 EDF Energy’s 
Hinkley Point C Excellence Awards.

Campus developments
The most ambitious project so far of the 
University’s Our Vision, Your Opportunity 
investment generation programme, 
Springfield Campus is building a better 
future for students at the 12 acre, 
Grade II listed site of a former brewery. 
A super campus for construction and 
built environment training, the campus 
is already home to the West Midlands 
University Technical College and Elite 
Centre for Manufacturing Skills, and 
will soon provide a new base for the 

University’s School of Architecture 
and Built Environment and Brownfield 
Research and Innovation Centre (see 
Research).

The University of Wolverhampton 
Science Park unveiled its new £10.1m 
Science, Technology and Prototyping 
Centre, which offers science and 
technology-based businesses a unique 
combination of laboratories, workshops 
and specialist office space.

Following student feedback, five new 
double deck buses have been introduced 
to enhance travel between campuses 
for students. The £1.2m investment 
includes improvements such as easy 
access for wheelchairs, USB ports, free 
Wi-Fi and CCTV.

Regional partnerships
A new regional learning centre, the 
University of Wolverhampton in Stafford 
(UWiS), launched in November. The 
centre, based in the Staffordshire Place 
complex, offers a range of courses, 
advice and guidance, business support 
and networking.

The University of Wolverhampton has 
announced a new two-year sponsorship 
deal with West Bromwich Albion. The 
deal extends the partnership between 
the Premier League Club and the 
University which was first launched 
in 2013. It means the University will 
continue to be the club’s official higher 
education partner.

YEAR IN REVIEW 
2017-18
It has been another exciting year for the 
University of Wolverhampton, marked by 
many notable achievements.

* DLHE 2016/17. Based on highest positive 
difference between HEI Employment PI and 
Benchmark, for universities with an eligible 
population of 2,000-2,500 graduating students 
(full-time UG). 

UWRacing offers students fast track to success

Dr Opinderjit Kaur Takhar at Sikh Centre launch
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Research
The University’s research community  
had another incredibly successful  
year, marked by an increasingly 
celebrated profile.

Professor John Howl and Dr Sarah  
Jones are at the forefront of cell 
penetrating peptide research, which 
could result in enhanced fertility 
treatments and even a new form of  
male contraception. Their pioneering 
work was featured on Channel 4’s  
Live Well for Longer in July 2018.

The University is to play a central role  
in a £600,000 project to develop an anti-
cancer therapy. As part of the Jiangsu-
UK Industrial Challenge Programme, 
co-funded by Innovate UK, Professor 
Weiguang Wang and his team will 
investigate the effectiveness of using  
a treatment for alcoholism, Disulfiram,  
to treat pancreatic cancer.

The University is to be home to a new 
national brownfield research centre that 
will help tackle the housing shortage. 
Based on Springfield Campus, the 
Brownfield Research and Innovation 
Centre (BRIC) will offer expertise on all 
aspects of brownfield land development.

Learning and teaching
University of Wolverhampton Racing, the 
UK’s first professional student motorsport 
team, celebrated another successful year 
and podium finish in 2017! Race team 
students continue to get professional 
experience working on Morgan Motor 
Company cars, and have been successful 
in entering the motorsport industry.
The University has secured £192,000 to 
develop cybersecurity courses. Working 
with employers and key partners, the 
West Midlands Cybercrime Unit and 
Satisnet, the project will help to provide 
the cyber skills needed in the future 
economy and support the aims of the 
Industrial Strategy’s ‘Grand Challenges’.
The University continues to build on its 
commitment to providing employers 
with higher level skills, after opening its 
doors for its first full Higher / Degree 
Apprenticeships. The Apprenticeship 
Hub’s ever-growing portfolio of 
apprenticeships covers areas including 
Chartered Surveying, Chartered 
Management, Civil Engineering and 
Built Environment, Healthcare Science, 
Manufacturing Engineering and more.

Staff achievements
Professor Sir Alan Tuckett received 
a knighthood in the 2018 New Year 
Honours List, in recognition of his  
40-year role as a pioneer in the field  
of adult and lifelong learning.

Dr Opinderjit Kaur Takhar, Senior Lecturer 
in Religious Studies, was presented 
with an ‘Outstanding Contribution to 
Sikh Studies Award’ at the Pride of India 
Awards in 2017 and has since been 
awarded an MBE in the Birthday and New 
Year Honours List 2018. Dr Opinderjit 
is spearheading the launch of the 
University’s new Sikh Centre, which was 
launched earlier in the year.

Events
The University was proud to be one of  
the key partners at Wolves Pride 2017, the 
city’s biggest ever Pride event. The day-long 
September event, hosted by the newly-
formed Wolverhampton LGBT Alliance, 
was fully supported by the University and 
offered a broad range of entertainment, 
including topical discussions in the 
Harrison Library.

In September 2017, the University played 
host to flagship BBC1 topical debate 
programme, Question Time. The show, 
hosted by David Dimbleby, was broadcast 
from the Chancellor’s Hall where a studio 
audience of more than 200 people debated 
the issues of the day with a panel of five 
figures from the world of politics and media.

11

Student and graduate success
Internationally acclaimed innovation 
expert Val Wright returned to the 
University of Wolverhampton to 
deliver 2017’s Crystal Lecture. Since 
studying Business and Finance HNC 
at the University, she has become 
one of only 64 experts inducted into 
the Million Dollar Consultant ® Hall 
of Fame. Her unique approach, which 
she has trademarked as Thoughtfully 
Ruthless®, has produced typical 
client results of market domination  
in extraordinarily short time frames.

Lutfiye Ozipek, from North Cyprus,  
hit the right note by winning the 
Turkish equivalent of The Voice.  
The talent show winner graduated 
with a Popular Music degree in 2013 
from the University and now hopes  
to teach children in North Cyprus 
about pop music.

Talented gymnast Mimi-Isabella 
Cesar flew the flag for Team England 
when she took part in this year’s 
Commonwealth Games in Australia. 
Mimi was selected for Team 
England’s rhythmic gymnastics team, 
as well as being a team ambassador 
for the Gold Coast 2018 Games in 
Queensland.

Professor Weiguang Wang and his team are testing drugs in the fight for a cancer-free future
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CITYU SCOPE
The School of Continuing and Professional Education 
of City University of Hong Kong (CityU SCOPE) 
has been a pioneer and major provider of quality 
professional and life-long education in Hong Kong.

CityU SCOPE provides life-long education 
for professional practice, knowledge 
enhancement and self-development  
and responds to emerging needs in 
industry due to social and technological 
change. Those who are keen to upgrade 
and improve themselves, regardless  
of their learning needs, will find that  
CityU SCOPE’s quality programmes 
facilitate their progression along the 
qualifications ladder. 

Since 1992, the School has developed 
partnerships with non-local universities 
to develop internationally-competitive 
programmes to nurture all-rounded 
graduates through a well-articulated 
curriculum which places strong 
emphasis on professional competence. 
We have nurtured over 29,000 Bachelor’s 
degree graduates, and many of them are 
now making significant contributions to 
various sectors of society.
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This year, CityU SCOPE continues to 
offer a range of postgraduate and 
undergraduate programmes leading to 
non-local awards in various disciplines. 
To date, all seven three-year non-local 
degree programmes and 17 non-local, 
top-up degree programmes offered 
by SCOPE have been successfully 
accredited by the Hong Kong Council 
for Accreditation of Academic and 
Vocational Qualifications (HKCAAVQ). 

The accredited status of these 
programmes has guaranteed both the 
programme quality and the eligibility 
of our full-time students to apply for 
government grants and loans and to 
participate in appropriate government 
internship and scholarship schemes. 
Graduates of these programmes are also 
recognized by the Government of the 
HKSAR for employment. 

We pride ourselves on the diversity 
of our programmes and the standard 
of our graduates. With the concerted 
efforts of the dedicated and experienced 
teaching team of SCOPE, together with 
our overseas partners, we will continue 
to provide you with an engaging and 
rewarding learning experience. 
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A MESSAGE TO  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Behind every successful student, 
there are people who care.

14 Graduation 2018

To the many guests of our students  
who we welcome to Congregation,  
we offer a special word of thanks. As 
a parent, guardian, family member or 
friend, you have every right to share  
in the pride of this day.

At the side of every graduate who now 
receives our applause on stage, there is 
someone who, when asked, has willingly 
given their time to listen. There are those 
who, unbidden, have encouraged and 
enthused and those who were always  
at the end of a phone, an email or a  
letter, with a response that made the  
load a little lighter. By the simplest act  
of keeping them in your thoughts you 
have helped make today a reality and  
we thank you for what you have given. 

The valuable support that you have 
provided doesn’t have to end today. 
You can continue to help all our 
graduates, and our current students, 
to get the most out of their time at 
university by championing placements 
and internships within your employer 
organisation.

Offering a placement can be a great  
way to bring new ideas and energy into an 
organisation, while also providing valuable 
work experience for students and 
graduates looking to start their career. 

The University of Wolverhampton offers 
a wide range of placement programmes 
in businesses across the West Midlands 
and you can help us to get your company 
on board so that, together, we can invest 
in these bright futures.

If you think you can help us to open doors 
within your organisation then contact our 
Careers and Employment Centre:

University of Wolverhampton
City Campus Wulfruna
Stafford Street
Wolverhampton
WV1 1LY

Tel: +44 (0)1902 323 400          
Email: theworkplace@wlv.ac.uk         
Visit: wlv.ac.uk/careers
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16 Graduation 2018

It is a time for celebration and  
pride where, together, we mark their 
achievements and successes as  
they come to the end of their journey 
through university life.

This year, over 4,000 graduating students 
of the University will attend a graduation 
ceremony. Each ceremony is specific to 
students from one of our four Faculties.

Our Faculties
• Faculty of Arts
• Faculty of Education, Health and 

Wellbeing
• Faculty of Science and Engineering
• Faculty of Social Sciences

The Academic Procession
The Academic Procession into the 
auditorium marks the start of the 
ceremony’s official proceedings.

Conferment
The main part of the ceremony is the 
awarding of degrees, also known as 
conferment. Each student is invited onto 
the stage, one-by-one, to be presented to 
the Vice-Chancellor.

Awards 
The award conferred on each graduating 
student is based on the level they have 
studied at and their course. 

Undergraduate awards: given to 
students who have completed their first 
qualification at higher education level. 

A GUIDE TO  
THE CEREMONY

Awards include:
• Bachelor’s degree (eg. BA, BEng, 

BMus, BSc, LLB): a full undergraduate 
degree, awarded in either Arts, 
Engineering, Music, Science or Law 
depending on the subject studied.

• Foundation degree: a pre-entry 
qualification which enables 
progression onto a full  
undergraduate degree. 

• Certificate/Diploma of Higher 
Education: an interim award for  
those who have partially completed  
a Bachelor’s degree.

• Higher National Diploma (HND):  
a pre-entry qualification which 
enables progression onto a full 
undergraduate degree.

Postgraduate awards: given to  
students who have already completed  
a Bachelor’s degree and have gone  
on to study a postgraduate course.  

Awards include:
• PhD (Doctor of Philosophy): a 

research-based postgraduate degree 
which permits the graduate to be 
referred to as a doctor.

• Master’s degree (MA, MEd, MBA, 
MPharm, MPhil, MPH, MSc, LLM): 
a full taught-based postgraduate 
degree, awarded in either Arts, 
Education, Business Administration, 
Pharmacy, Philosophy, Public Health, 
Science or Law depending on the 
subject studied.

• Postgraduate Diploma: an interim 
award for those who have completed 
the first and second stages of a 
Master’s degree.

• Postgraduate Certificate: an interim 
award for those who have completed 
the first stage of a Master’s degree.

Graduation, also referred to as Congregation, is the 
official ceremony through which we formally award 
university degrees to our graduating students.
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Robes comprise a gown, a coloured 
hood and a hat, also known as a mortar 
board. Gowns for graduating students 
are traditionally black, except for 
recipients of a PhD which are red, and 
the colour and pattern of hoods differs 
based on the award received. 

ACADEMIC DRESS

ROBES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF WOLVERHAMPTON

POSTGRADUATE

UNDERGRADUATE

The robes worn by graduating students, academics 
and dignitaries form a key part of the graduation 
ceremonial regalia. 

Members of the academic procession 
wear the academic dress associated 
with the University from which they 
graduated, creating the rich variety  
of colours that you see.

PhD

Bachelor’s degree 
(patterned hood)

Master’s degree

Foundation degree Honorary degree

Integrated Master’s degree

Diploma of Higher Education/
Certificate of Higher Education/
Higher National Diploma

Postgraduate Diploma/ 
Postgraduate Certificate

19
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20 Graduation 2018

Procession of the platform party, for which the audience  
is asked to stand. 

– 
Dr Paul Hampton, Head of the Built Environment, will welcome  

the congregation and declare the ceremony open. 

– 
Professor Geoff Layer, Vice-Chancellor, will make an address. 

– 
Dr Louis C.K. Ma, Director of the School of Continuing and Professional 
Education, City University of Hong Kong will address the congregation. 

– 
Award and prize winners will be presented to the Vice-Chancellor. 

– 
Mr Anthony Kam, Chairman, University of Wolverhampton Hong Kong 

Alumni Association, will make an address 

– 
Dr Paul Hampton, will declare the ceremony closed. 

– 
The platform party will leave the ceremony, for which the audience  

is asked to stand.

ORDER OF CEREMONY

All finalists and guests are asked to take their seats in the auditorium at least 30 minutes prior to the start of the ceremony.  
You are also respectfully asked to turn off all mobile phones for the duration of proceedings. Finally, as a courtesy  

to everyone present, please refrain from leaving the auditorium during the proceedings unless absolutely necessary.
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STUDENT 
CLASSIFICATIONS 
AND PRIZES 2018
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Thursday 22 November 2018 – Ceremony

Student Prizes – 

QSI
Awarded to the student on a 
Quantity Surveying course with 
the most outstanding personal 
and academic achievement.
Student: Man Ting Yu
Presented by: Rodney Moulder, 
HK Board Chair of QSI

CIOB
Chartered Institute of 
Building prize awarded to 
the student illustrating the 
most commendable work in 
Construction Management.
Student: Cheng Kar Yin
Presented by: President of CIOB 
Charles Mung, HK CIOB

RICS
Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors, awarded to the  
best performing student.
Student: Law Chung Ming
Presented by: Ian Jeal, Global 
Director of Education, RICS

Athena Swan
Awarded in recognition of an 
outstanding woman in STEM 
and ABE. 
Student: Wong Sau Ting
Presented by: Professor Nazira 
Karodia, Dean of Faculty of 
Science and Engineering

HKICM
Awarded in recognition  
of outstanding performance  
on the Construction 
Management degree.
Student: Ho Wah Hoover Lee
Presented by: Tang Chi Wang, 
President of HKICM

Best dissertation
Awarded to the best graduating 
student demonstrating 
meritorious academic skills 
in the development and 
production of their dissertation.
Student: Chan Wai Keung
Presented by: Conrad Fung

Bachelor of Science 
with Honours
Construction 
Management 
Chan Chi Yuen
Chan Kam Hung
Chan Man Hin
Chan Tsz Kwan
Chan Wai Keung
Chan Wing Tai
Cheang Hei Na
Chen Jun Jie
Cheng Chung Kit
Cheng Kai Yin
Cheng Kar Yin
Cheng Wai Ha
Chong Hin Lung
Chung Shing Yiu
Cu Wan Yip
Fu Yuet Hong
Fung King Yip
Fung Man Lok
Ho Ka Leong
Ho Tsz Yin
Ho Yiu San
Hung Hon Sum
Hung Lee
Hung Shu Kee
Hung Tsz Ki
Ip Shun Wang
Iu Kam Po
Kam Siu Fung
Keung Kwan Yee
Ko Ho Yin
Ko Long Yat
Kwok Chun Wang
Kwok Kin Sun
Lai Wing Cheung
Lam Ho Yin
Lam King Chiu
Lau Chi Fung
Lau Him Shun
Lau Wun Ting Ivan
Law Kwan Chun
Law Yan Kwan
Lee Chak Shing
Lee Ho Wah Hoover
Lee Ka Faat
Lee Ka Fai
Lee Wing Yan
Lee Yat Long
Lei Jonathan
Leung Kam Ngok
Leung Po Sun
Leung Ting Hang
Leung Ting Pong
Leung Tsz Chung
Leung Wai Ho

Leung Wai Lung
Leung Wai Man
Li Chun Kit
Li Ka Ning
Li Po Wah
Liu King Yeung
Lo Kei Wang
Lui Kwok Wai
Lung Sing Fai
Mak Ka Chun
Mohammad Waqas Hussain
Ng Man Ho
Ng Siu Lung
Poon Chin Hei
Poon Hung Pan
Sin Yiu Fai
Siu Yik Hin
Sung Kwok Kin
Tam Kit Choi
Tang Yee Man
Tong Kin Fung
Tong Yip Sang
Tsang Ho Man
Tsang Kong Hung
Tse Kim Nam
Tse Man Kit
Tso Yi Ching Michelle
Tsui Ka Chun
Tsui Pak Hei
Wan Cheuk On
Wong Chun Kit
Wong Ka Fai
Wong Ka Hei Felix
Wong Ka Sing
Wong Kwok Kwan
Wong Lok Yeung
Wong Sai Hung
Wong Sau Ting
Wong Shun Ming
Wong Wai Ho Darren
Yeung Ngo Fung
Yeung Sin Ting
Yim Hoi Pang
Yip Ho Tak
Yip Ho Yin
Yip Kin Ying
Yip Yu Sing
Yiu Wing Hang
Yu Chi Shing
Zhou Qitao

PhD in Law
Chung Chun Pong

Bachelor of Science
Construction 
Management 
Chan Ying Him Christopher
Ma Ka Wing
Tse Wai Lun 
Yeung Ho Sing 

Bachelor of Science 
with Honours
Quantity Surveying 
Chan Ka Hei 
Chan Kam Cheung
Cheng Ngar Lai 
Cheung Sze Yeung
Choi Yuen Bun Benny
Chong Ching Ling
Ho Shun Wa
Hui Sheung Yu
Hung Kit Kong
Ko Wing Yin
Ku Kit Ting
Kuo Wang Chiu
Kwai Chun Ho
Lai King San
Lam Man Tou Angus
Lam Man Yee
Lau Yat Mau
Law Chung Ming
Leung Hin Lung
Leung Yi Chung
Lui Sau Chun
Man Chun Yu
Pang Hei Yin
Poon Chi Kong
Poon Hei Yin
So Chun Ho
Tam Siu Wing
To Yik Ming
Tsang King Hong
Wong Ka Shing
Wong Wang Hei
Wu Ka Nok
Yip Ka Yuen
Yu Man Ting
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LEAD  
THE PACK

Expand your knowledge, skills and confidence in your chosen subject area 
with a postgraduate qualification and become an expert in your field.

20% Loyalty Discount on fees.*

wlv.ac.uk/postgraduate

YOU’VE JOINED; YOU’VE GRADUATED;  
NOW IT’S TIME TO LEAD.

*Visit: wlv.ac.uk/loyalty for eligibility, terms and conditions.

Leo N.C. Sek - International Regional Manager (South East Asia)
Tel: +44 (0) 1902 322419
Email: N.Sek@wlv.ac.uk
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24 Graduation 2018

Today is an extremely important 
and proud milestone in your life, a 
culmination of all your hard work and 
dedication over the previous years. It’s 
an occasion to be celebrated with family, 
friends and peers who have supported 
and guided you to this destination. 

We hope your time at the University  
of Wolverhampton has proved  
valuable, allowing you to pursue 
your desired dreams and that your 
involvement with the Students’ Union  
has enriched your experience. 

Now is the time for you to step  
through the door of opportunity that 
stands before you and move into the 
next chapter of your life, whatever  
that may be. 

Don’t forget about us though; keep 
in touch through the University of 
Wolverhampton Alumni network.

Good luck in the next adventure of  
your life and we wish you all the best!

Nabil Alibi
Academic Officer 2018-19
University of Wolverhampton
Students’ Union

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
STUDENTS’ UNION

CONGRATULATIONS AND A BIG WELL DONE 
FROM ALL OF US AT THE STUDENTS’ UNION 

FOR SUCCESSFULLY ACHIEVING YOUR 
DEGREE. WE ARE HONOURED AND PROUD 

TO BE PART OF YOUR SPECIAL DAY.
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26 Graduation 2018

Graduating from the University  
of Wolverhampton doesn’t mean  
losing contact with your friends or  
the University; it’s the beginning of  
a relationship that lasts a lifetime.

As a graduate you automatically  
become a member of the WLV Alumni 
Association – a global network  
of over 120,000 alumni in more than  
130 countries around the world.

During your time with us you will have 
gained valuable knowledge and shared 
many unforgettable experiences and 
it is these that form the basis of the 
relationship between the University  
and our alumni community.

As part of the WLV Alumni Association 
you remain a valued member of the 
University and we hope to remain a 
lifelong source of support to help you 
achieve your personal and professional 
aspirations, whatever they may be.

WLV ALUMNI  
ASSOCIATION
Many congratulations on your graduation  
and welcome to the WLV  
Alumni Association.

You play an 
essential role in the 
continued success of the 
University and a source of 
encouragement for students, 
both now and in the future. We 
thank you for your hard work and 
dedication, and for helping to build  
a university we can all be proud of. 

We wish you the very best with your 
career plans or further study and hope 
that you remember your achievements  
at Wolverhampton and the friends you 
have made with pride and affection.

Good luck for the future and we look 
forward to hearing from you soon.

Alumni and Development Team

3
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UNITED  
KINGDOM

WLV ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION CHAPTERS

Our UK course specific alumni 
chapters are:

Graduate Teaching  
Assistants (GTA)
Armed Forces

We also have international  
alumni chapters in: 

Dominican Republic

Hong Kong 

India

Malaysia

Mauritius

Nigeria

3

1

4

4

2

2

5

5

6

6

7

7

8

8

1
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LIFE.  
AT WOLVERHAMPTON.
AFTER WOLVERHAMPTON. 
FOR LIFE.

The full package
The WLV Alumni Association continues to 
offer you great benefits and services long 
after you’ve left the University, including:

• career mentoring opportunities
• a packed programme of events –  

join us for networking, reunions, social 
events and more

• 20% discount on taught postgraduate 
courses*

• FREE subscription to alumni 
publications

• special discounts on and off campus
• lifetime access to libraries and print 

resources
• three years' post-graduation Careers 

support
• help with contacting and finding lost 

friends.

* Terms and conditions apply.

WLV Life magazine
The annual alumni magazine,  
WLV Life includes the latest University 
and alumni news and events, keeping 
you up-to-date with all the activity in  
your alumni community.

Each issue features engaging stories  
on different themes where we catch  
up with alumni, old and new, to find  
out what you have been up to since 
leaving the University.

Graduate services
If you misplace or need further  
copies of documents such as 
certificates, transcripts, letters  
of confirmation or award  
verifications, please email:  
graduates@wlv.ac.uk

BENEFITS AND SERVICES

28 Graduation 2018
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The Alumni and Development team is 
here to help you anytime. Please contact 
us with your news and updates, or 
any enquiries you may have about our 
benefits and services. Plus, don’t forget 
to let us know if your contact details or 
email address change.

You can update your details online at: 
wlv.ac.uk/updatedetails

Alternatively, contact us at:

WLV Alumni Association
Alumni and Development
University of Wolverhampton
Wulfruna Building, MA140
Wulfruna Street
Wolverhampton
WV1 1LY

Tel: +44 (0)1902 323 056
Email: alumni@wlv.ac.uk 
Web: wlv.ac.uk/alumni

Join us online
Don’t forget you can join thousands  
of fellow alumni online.

/wlvalumni

@wlv_alumni

/wlvalumniassociation

wlv.ac.uk/linkedin

STAY IN TOUCH

29
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GET INVOLVED
There are many ways you can continue to be 
involved with the University of Wolverhampton.

Volunteer your time
As a former student you have a wealth 
of knowledge, skills and experience. 
Supporting your University by 
volunteering your time can be a very 
rewarding experience. Meet new people 
and old friends, share your knowledge 
and your story with the University 
community, and benefit from invaluable 
opportunities to enhance your skills, 
experiences, and boost your CV.

Alumni volunteering opportunities 
include:

• Volunteer to talk to prospective 
students at Open Days

 Share your experiences of university 
life and your career with prospective 
students.

• Give a career guest talk
 Contribute to our understanding of 

the industry you work in by sharing 
your real life perspective with 
students, graduates and staff.

 
• Organise a social event or reunion
 Keep in touch with your peers.  

Got an event idea or reunion in mind? 
Get in touch!

• Share your WLV experience  
in a testimonial

 Feature in University publications 
and recruitment campaigns, sharing 
your positive messages about the 
University and giving an insight into 
your current world of work.

 

Become an Alumni Mentor 
We’re seeking dedicated and enthusiastic 
alumni to join our alumni-to-student 
mentoring scheme. By sharing your 
insights, experiences, knowledge and 
skills, you can give current students a 
better understanding of the world of 
work and help equip them to succeed  
in a competitive jobs market.

You can help with:
•  job searching, CV writing and  

interview tips
• work experience and placement 

opportunities
• organisation, communication  

and presentation skills
•  sharing contacts from within  

your professional networks 
• flexible mentoring – both online,  

via distance learning, or in person.

Societies and networks
Keep in touch with fellow alumni  
and reconnect with the University  
by joining an alumni society or  
starting up your own!

Societies and networks are a great  
way to meet new friends, socialise 
around a common interest, share 
professional expertise and explore 
career, business and professional 
development opportunities.

We can help you promote your society  
to over 120,000 alumni that we are in 
touch with, and what’s more, we can 
offer advice and support if you want  
to host your own alumni event.

For more information about  
becoming an alumni volunteer, visit:  
wlv.ac.uk/alumni
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Make a donation to  
help change the world!
Your support could help us conduct  
life-saving research or give a student 
artist an incredible opportunity.

There’s a broad range of exciting 
projects you can contribute to, so please 
consider a gift in one of these areas:

• Building the Springfield Campus, 
the new home of the School of 
Architecture and Built Environment

• The Centre for Sikh and Panjabi 
Studies, the first of its kind in the UK

• Student Hardship
• Brain Tumour Research
• The Friends of the Wolverhampton 

School of Art, supporting aspiring 
student artists.

You can make a donation by visiting: 
wlv.ac.uk/alumni/donate and choosing 
the project that means the most to you.

If you have a question about  
a donation, please contact us at: 
alumni@wlv.ac.uk or: 01902 321 536.

Thank you so much for your generosity.
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Discover what 
Careers, Enterprise 
and The Workplace 
can offer after  
you’ve graduated.
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CAREERS, ENTERPRISE 
AND THE WORKPLACE
SUPPORTING YOU AT 
UNIVERSITY, AND BEYOND

From exploring your career options 
to finding the job that’s right for you 
or starting your own business, we are 
committed to supporting you. If you’ve 
graduated from Wolverhampton within the 
past three years, there are a range of ways 
Careers, Enterprise and The Workplace can 
help support you in taking the next step as 
you enter the world of employment.

What sort of careers support do you 
offer graduates?
Our careers advisors can offer help  
with CV appraisal, interview or 
assessment centre preparation, and 
assistance with completing application 
forms. Also, our Career SPACE portal 
provides a wide range of career related 
advice, tutorials, tools and videos. Find 
out more at: wlv.ac.uk/careers

How about working in the UK after 
graduation?
International students who wish to work 
in the UK after graduation will need to 
make sure they have an appropriate work 
visa. A good starting point is UKCISA 
working after your studies guidance, 
which explains the different categories. 
Broadly, there are 2 categories of visa 
open to International graduates from 
the University of Wolverhampton: Tier 2 
work visa and Tier 5 Temporary Worker 
visa (Government Authorised Exchange 
category). For more information, please 
visit the Home Office website.

How do I know which organisations 
offer Tier 2 work visa?
A requirement of the Tier 2 visa is 
that individuals have a certificate of 
sponsorship issued by an employer 
on the Register of Sponsors. There are 
currently over 29,000 employers on this 
list in the UK which is regularly updated 
by the UK Visas and Immigration. More 

information is available on the UKCISA 
and the Home Office website. Please feel 
free to contact us if you need any further 
assistance.

What about working outside the UK?
After completing your studies, you may 
want to work in your home country 
or try living somewhere entirely new. 
Multinational companies with operations 
across the globe offer opportunities that 
might be of interest to you. 

Can I undertake further study in the UK?
Certainly, we welcome you to join us 
at the University of Wolverhampton. 
As a recent graduate, if you wish to 
explore this option with our careers 
advisors, please do get in touch with 
us at: careers@wlv.ac.uk. We offer a 
20% discount on fees for most taught 
postgraduate qualifications for our 
alumni. For more information, please 
visit: wlv.ac.uk/postgraduate 

Drop-in to speak to one of our advisors:
Ambika Paul Building
City Campus Wulfruna
University of Wolverhampton
Wulfruna Street
WV1 1LY

Contact us
Jobs support, tel: +44 (0)1902 323 400
Careers and Enterprise support,
tel: +44 (0)1902 321 414
Email: careers@wlv.ac.uk
Visit: wlv.ac.uk/careers
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EVERY DROP OF THIS EXPERIENCE  
HAS BEEN TRULY REWARDING 
PAPA YAW OPPONG-FREMPONG FROM GHANA

BSC (HONS) MATHEMATICAL BUSINESS ANALYSIS
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Image capture policy
In accordance with the University  
of Wolverhampton's policy on image 
capture we must inform you that this 
event will be photographed, filmed and/
or otherwise captured in image form. 
Images may be used in University 
prospectus or course brochures, other 
publicity material (such as internal and 
external newsletters, the University of 
Wolverhampton website), exhibitions 
of student work or graduation 
ceremony brochures, and may be 

provided to the media for publication 
in local or national newspapers or 
educational magazines. 

It is also possible that representatives 
from print and broadcast media may 
attend this event and capture their own 
images for publication or broadcast. 
It is not possible or practical to seek 
consent for image capture from each 
individual attending this event. The 
University will therefore conclude that 
by attending/remaining at the event, 
participants agree to their image being 

captured for the purposes stated 
above. If you object to your image 
being captured please write to the 
Alumni and Development Office at the 
address given. If you have any queries 
or complaints, please contact the 
Alumni and Development Office in the 
first instance.

WLV Alumni Association
Alumni and Development
University of Wolverhampton
Wulfruna Building, Wulfruna Street
Wolverhampton, WV1 1LY
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Alternative formats
Where possible, University  
of Wolverhampton publications  
can be supplied in alternative media.  

For further information please contact  
the Alumni and Development Office. 
Email: alumni@wlv.ac.uk 
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Join us online

Don’t forget you can join  
thousands of fellow alumni online.

/wlvalumni

@wlv_alumni

/wlvalumniassociation

wlv.ac.uk/linkedin

University of Wolverhampton
Wulfruna Street, Wolverhampton
WV1 1LY, UK

Tel: +44 (0)1902 322 222 
wlv.ac.uk/alumni
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